DIPLOMACY   AND "WAR----LAST  ROUND

Thirdly, where they claim three villages lying between the
head of -the said river and Guisnes, for that, as they say, they
have as yet the possession of the same, ye shall declare unto them,
that their possession (if any such be) hath been and is but precaria
possessio}1 and such as rather hath been suffered of the contempt
of our men, than otherwise enjoyed of any force; and seeing we
have (as 'they know) had possession of some of their towns as
far as Turwin, be nevertheless pleased now to depart with the
same again, they cannot by any reason stick with us at so small
a trifle as these three villages, the attaining whereof may be to
our pale an occasion of some unquietness, and to them no com-
modity. And if they shall reply unto you again that those
villages be necessary for the conduct of their victuals, and for
their way to Ardres, we be also pleased, if they shall show them-
selves conformable in the residue, that by your discretion such
parcel of ground shall be appointed unto them, whereby they
may have an honest way by sufferance, as one friend hath with
another.

Ye must herein travail earnesdy, and set forth unto them how
much we be pleased to remit of that we might otherwise reason-
ably require of them; and if, things being thus framed, they
shall not show 'themselves now conformable, the world must
think that they have not indeed (whatsoever they swear and
pretend) minded to deal friendly et bona fide with us, and that
the fault of the continuance of these wars is only in their wilful-
ness, and nothing at all in you, whatsoever hath been said by
them in that behalf: remembering unto the Admiral (whom you
take to be a wise man) how much the conclusion of this peace
may be for the common profit of Christendom; and, although
they shall perchance relent in some things, to consider withal
that we be pleased to do the same in greater things, and that
sticking in small may turn both us and his master to such
expenses as may perchance be hereafter repented, and yet they
never like to come to so good conditions as they may now.

Finally, where they are contented to covenant that, after the
declaration of this peace, no new fortification shall be commenced
of either side; we be also pleased ye shall assent on our behalf to
1 Possession on sufferance.